Les Femmes S’en Mêlent festival

Female indie-music festival, Les Femmes s’en mêlent  built up its celebrity over 10 years. in France and abroad, celebrating women in music. Started in 1997 as a single gig in Paris, the event is now spred out over several nights in Paris, other cities of France, Belgium, Switzerland and England. 

Driven by passion and curiosity, renown for its ecclectism and quality, the festival is about feminity but far from feminism in an odd sense. Years went on, seeing the festival getting bigger and the female scene getting wider. From now on unanimously acclaimed, seen as a unique and indispensable musical rendez-vous across Europe, the festival is immerged in one of the hottest current musical scene providing always more talents. Though, it never lost his breath or faith, indeed, the more it goes, the better it becomes. Using its recognition to get cult international artists, its intuition to give a try to new ones, Les femmes s’en mêlent festival affirmed and confirmed a true  commitment, a non stop tribute to female creativity. Based on a subtle play on words, the title is about women’s position in music ; about them getting mixed and about them getting involved, it may seems quite obvious now, but it has not always been that obvious…

« Years after years, Les Femmes s’en Mêlent festival, dedicated to pop, electro and indie rock artists, enrichs its programmation and locations »

Le Monde / 2006

« Started in the late nineties,  Les Femmes s’en Mêlent festival keeps on going, and delighting us »

Liberation/ 2006

To name a few, here is some of the previous acts the festival can be proud of: 

Isobel Campbell, The Organ, Be Your Own Pet, Electrelane, Nina Nastasia, Regina Spektor, Shannon Wright, Queen Adreena, Robots in Disguise, Chicks on Speed, Scout Niblett…and many, many more.

EDITORIAL

It's already been 10 years since Les Femmes s'en Melent was born, based on a simple (though not simplistic) idea to gather female artists from the indie music scene for a few days time, to discover new talents while paying tribute to a few "legendary" ones (e.g. Kim Gordon, Anne Clark, Brigitte Fontaine, Maria McKee, Holly Golightly, Neneh Cherry, Le Tigre, The Slits..), thus reviewing female creativity year after year. A selection obviously subjective, but sincere nonetheless. The point being not to be the most exhaustive, but the most relevant, giving space and means to various forms of feminine expression. 

From lost souls to boosted "rockers", from fiery political to lonesome "divas", from electro wizzards to traditional folk singers... the festival takes us travelling through the women’s worlds where feminity is not "one", but shattered, various and complex.

Along the years, “Les Femmes s'en Melent” has managed to make itself the must-go show in Europe for indie female-artists.
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At Bang Bang Club:
28.04.08 - 
The Brunettes (NZ) - www.myspace.com/thebrunettes 
Joanne Robertson (UK) - www.myspace.com/jorobertsonblood39n39feathers 
Tu Seras Terriblement Gentille (FR) - www.myspace.com/tuserasterriblementgentille

29.04.08 
I Might Be Wrong (DE) - www.myspace.com/youmightbewrong 
It's A Musical (DE) - www.myspace.com/itsamusical 
Mai (FR) - www.myspace.com/ilovemai 


30.04.08 
Jolly Goods (DE) - www.myspace.com/jollygoods 
Alela Diane (US) - www.myspace.com/alelamusic 
DJ: Eve Massacre (DE) - www.myspace.com/evemassacre 
+ TBA
Dates :  From 16th of april to 30th of april 2008 - FRANCE
Towns :


Paris / l’Elysée Montmartre (cap 1 300), Le Trabendo (cap 800)

La Maroquinerie (cap 500), Le Point Ephémère (cap 300), Le Centre Culturel Suédois (cap 100)…
Strasbourg, Tourcoing, Grenoble, Amiens, Evreux, Vendôme, Laval, Toulouse, Marseille, Reims, Saint-Etienne, Riorges, Clermont-Ferrand, Metz, Saint-Lo, Le Havre, Angers… 

Also all around Europe  TBA : 
LONDON (dates 02nd and 03rd of may)), BERLIN (28th to the 30th of april), BRUSSELS (dates tbc – through Les nuits botaniques festival), MADRID and BARCELONA (17th to 18th of april), LAUSANNE (dates tbc)…

Artists:  Robots in Disguise (uk), Promise and the Monster (swe), Miss Li (swe), Lesbians on Ecstasy (can), Tuliko Noriko (jap), Ane Brun (swe), Les France Cartigny (fr), Tu seras terriblement gentile (fr), Gore Gore Girls (usa), Duchess Says (can), Peaches (can), Laura Marling (uk), Kelly de Martino (usa), The Priscillas (uk), Emily Jane White (usa), Joanne Robertson (uk), The Long Blondes (uk), Ipso Facto (uk)…

Partners :  France Inter, Les Inrockuptibles, la Fnac…

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN FESTIVAL since 1997. 

«  Les Femmes s’en Mêlent »
The festival welcomed through out the years : 

Smoke City (uk), Pooka (uk), Bettie Serveert, Candie prune (Fra), Spring (Fra), Dj Ilana (Fra), Barbara Power (Fra), Andrea Parker (uk), Meira Asher (Isr), Eszter Balint (Usa), Magga Stina (Isl), Holden (Fra), Sweet Jane (Bel), Dj Ritu (Uk), Edith Frost (Usa), Sophie Moleta (Nz), Katell Keineg (Usa), Lori Carson (Usa), Barbara Manning (Usa), Christina Rosenvinge (Usa), Natalia M. King (Usa), Anjali (Uk), Kathryn Williams (Uk), Drugstore (Uk), Elysian Fields (Usa), Anne Laplantine (Fra), Stereo Total (Fra/Ger), Kim Gordon (Usa) + Ikue Mori (Jap) + Dj Olive + Jim O'Rourke + Brigitte Fontaine (Fra), Scout Niblett (Uk), Paula Frazer (Usa), Oh Susanna (Can), Gemma Hayes (Uk), Katerine (Fra), Eleni Mandell (Usa), Robots in Disguise (Uk), Chicks on Speed (Ger/Usa/Can), Anne Clark (Uk), Muriel Moreno (Fra), Shannon Wright (Usa), Elm (Fra), Catpower (Usa), Dj Chloé (Fra), Ellen Allien (Ger), Exchpoptrue (Fra), Lisa Germano (Usa), Maria McKee (Usa), Volt (Fra), Cobra Killer (Ger), Queen Adreena (Uk), Suburbia (Fra), April March (Usa), Alice Texas (Usa), An Pierlé (Bel), Emilie Simon (Fra), Feist (can), Shannon Wright (usa), Laetitia Sheriff (fr), France Cartigny (fr), Aroah (spain), The Trespassers Williams (usa), Neneh Cherry (swe), Kaïto (uk), Le Tigre (usa), Tamara Williamson (can), Regina Spektor (usa), Holly Golightly (usa), Under Byen (dk), The Launderettes (nor), Laetitia Sheriff (fra), Prototypes (fra), Helena Noguerra (fra), Nouvelle Vague(fra), The Go ! Team (uk), Asia Argento (it), M.I.A (uk), Sylvie Marks (ger), Missill (fra), 50 Foot Wave (usa), The Rogers Sisters (usa), Jomi Massage (dk), Help she can’t swim (uk), Nina Nastasia (usa), Ill Ease (usa), Electrelane (uk), Metric (can), First Floor Power (swe), Shivaree (usa), Kelly de Martino (usa), Martha Wainwright (usa), Coralie Clement (fra), Daphné (fra), A Girl Called Eddy (usa), Vashti Bunyan (uk), Mi and l’Au (fin), Anna Ternheim (swe), Saint Etienne (uk), The Organ (can), Be Your Own Pet (usa), Elli Medeiros (fra), Diving With Andy (fra), Milkymee (fra), Vale Poher (fra), Isobel Campbell (uk), Wendy McNeill (aus), Sarah Slean (can),Mona Soyoc (fra), Soldout (bel), Fatale (fra), Uffie (usa), Revlon9 (swe), CSS (bra), Tilly and the wall (can), Au Revoir Simone (usa), Soko (fra), Frida Hyvönen (swe), Elk City (usa), Klima (fra), Juliette and the Licks (usa), Plastiscines (fra), Rose Kemp (uk), Laura Veirs (usa), Marissa Nadler (usa), Terry Poison (isr), Bunny Rabbit (usa), Yelle (fra), The Slits (uk), Ebony Bones (uk), 586 (uk), Tender Forever (fra), Gomm (fra), Anaïs (fra), Phoebe Kildeer (aus)…..

To be continued.
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